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While the book is written for any audience that is interested in government 
information and, therefore, could go into a general library reference collection, 
this reviewer believes it would do best in a professional collection.                                                                                         

Scott Sheidlower                                                                                     
Associate Professor                                                                         

York College/CUNY Library                                                                                     
Jamaica, NY, USA   

REFERENCE SOURCES FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED LIBRARIES. 8th ed. 
O’gorman, Jack. (Ed.). Chicago, IL: ALA Editions, 2014, xxiþ 289 pp., 
$125.00, ISBN 978-0-8389-1212-6.  

Over forty years have passed since the original edition of the Reference 
Sources for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries was published. This new 
and updated 8th edition is the latest (the 7th edition was published in 
2008) and hopefully the publishers will not wait so long between editions. 
This new version is intended for small to medium sized public and academic 
libraries, covering those with populations up to 99,999. Including 40% 
new material, chapters are written by subject specialists, include both print 
and online items, and recommendations are arranged into basic categories: 
databases, indexes, dictionaries, encyclopedias, companions, biographical 
sources, atlases, commentaries, concordances, handbooks, yearbooks, 
manuals, almanacs, guides, statistics, and websites. After the first chapter, 
chapters are arranged to follow the Dewey Decimal Classification 
system and “As always, inclusion in this guide constitutes a firm recommen-
dation for acquisition or retention of a title in the reference or circulating 
areas of your library, or as part of your online public access catalog (OPAC)” 
(xix). 

Each entry in the book includes the title, author, page number, 
publisher, date of publication, a dollar sign indicating price level, a publisher 
contact, an “OP” designation for out of print titles, a short Dewey Decimal 
and Library of Congress call number, a URL if it’s an online resource, and 
an annotation about the item. The annotations are very brief and direct. 

Chapter 1 is a general reference resource area and includes almanacs and 
fact books, bibliographies and guides, reference guides, reference review 
journals, biography, databases and indexes, directories, postal directories, 
electronic reference sources, encyclopedias, internet sources, and everyone’s 
favorites library science and library search tools. Chapter 2 covers philosophy, 
religion, and ethics and Chapter 3 covers psychology and psychiatry. Social 
sciences and sociology is covered in Chapter 4, Chapter 5 covers business 
and careers, and Chapter 6 covers political science and law. Education is 
the topic of Chapter 7, words and languages is covered in Chapter 8, science 
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and technology in Chapter 9, health and medicine in Chapter 10, and 
households (which includes cocktails, calendars, and consumer affairs) in 
Chapter 11. Chapter 12 is about the visual arts, Chapter 13 the performing 
arts, Chapter 14 music, Chapter 15 is about crafts and hobbies, and Chapter 16 
covers games and sports. Literature is the topic of Chapter 17, Chapter 18 
discusses history, and Chapter 19 discusses geography, area studies, and 
travel. The book also includes a preface, information on the contributors, 
and a very thorough index. 

This new 8th edition of Reference Sources for Small and Medium-Sized 
Libraries does a wonderful job of covering and expanding its recommenda-
tions in many areas, especially in religion, LGBT studies, history, and in its 
suggestions for genre, national, and regional areas in literature and music. 
This book will appeal to and is recommended for public and academic small 
and medium libraries, but also other libraries will find value in its rich list of 
resources.                                                           

Melissa Aho MA, MEd, MLIS, MS                                                        
Evening & Circulation Supervisor                                                                          

Bio-Medical Library                                                                     
University of Minnesota                                                                       
Minneapolis, MN, USA   

MANAGING METADATA IN WEB-SCALE DISCOVERY SYSTEMS. Spiteri, 
Louise F. (Ed.). London: Facet Publishing, 2016, ixþ 197 pp., $85.00, ISBN 
978-1-78330-069-3.  

In the Introduction, the editor provides a short summary of the history of 
library catalogs and access to information, moving quickly through the issues 
related to non-purchased resources, born-digital and institutionally digitized 
materials, and institutional repositories as examples of information that often 
are not able to be included in library catalogs due to different metadata 
standards as well as staffing workflows. Discovery layers and next-generation 
catalogs produced due to the “Google effect” were and still are a stopgap way 
to provide more search features and user tools within information searching. 
Web-scale discovery systems access a large central index that includes 
numerous metadata standards, resources, full-text, and abstracting and index-
ing services. They usually incorporate an end-user interface, interoperability 
with link resolvers, local search and retrieval, the ability to communicate 
interactively with the ILS, and access to remote index platforms. 

This book provides several chapters dealing with the challenges and 
realities of managing metadata in these web-scale discovery systems. The 
chapters can be read independently of each other, and there is a deliberate 
amount of overlap in content because of this. Some of the topics are meant to 
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