
paints us a very clear picture of his own frailty, and his own isola-
tion. Shepherd writes that, "It's obviously not that poetry has no
dealings with the social realm, but rather that at its best poetry is an
equal partner in that relationship." Poetry performs, informs, and
reforms social forces that surround us.

The critical essays and the personal essays in this collection pro-
vide beautiful analyses of American poets, gay and straight. White,
Brown, and Black. This is a book by, for, and about poets, yet it also
provides critical insight into the definition of Literature (big L) in
the American tradition.

Lesliee Antonette
East Stroudsburg Univ. of Pennsylvania

17-3-0309
Aptowicz, Cristin O'Keefe. Words in Your Face: A Guided
Tour Through Twenty Years of the New York City Poetry Slam.
Berkeley, Calif.: Soft Skull/Counterpoint, 2008. 288 pp. ISBN
978-1-933368-82-5, $17.95 (pb).

For all but a few readers, this may be more than you want to
know about how the poetry slam movement unfolded. But I found
myself enjoying Aptowicz's peppery, spirited writing, along with
her glossary of terms, timelines, performance tips, and even-hand-
ed, generous descriptions of artistic personalities in conflict.

Think of the slam movement as a battering ram pushing through
assumptions about who writes, who speaks, and who listens, a
reaction to the way academic readings were always hushed, even
when the poet's heart was on fire and on Pepto-Bismol, and who
knew what else was being chugged straight from the bottle. Poet
Marc Smith invented the slam in Chicago in 1986 at Al Ca-
pone's old hangout, the Green Mill, with poets who, according to
Smith, "stepped their words along the bar top, dancing between
the bottles." Bob Holman and Miguel Algarin, New York's origi-
nal "slammasters," chose judges at random at the Nuyorican Po-
ets Café, certain that anyone could learn to hear what was good.
When the media caught on, an anthology. Aloud, and a film. Slam
Nation, led to the HBO series Def Poetry and Russell Simmons's
Def Poetry Jam on Broadway. The scorekeeping, raucous audience,
even hecklers, leave the slam open to charges of tastelessness, un-
less you think the point is not showmanship but getting millions to
listen finally to what poetry is.

Gail Hall Howard
Norwalk (Conn.) Community College

17-3-0310
Herz, Cary. New Mexico's Crypto-Jews: Tmage and Memory. Al-
buquerque: Univ. of New Mexico Press, 2008. 240 pp. Illus. with
photos by the author. Essays by Ori Z. Soltes and Mona Hernán-
dez. ISBN 978-0-8263-4289-8, $39.95.

Seldom do you come across a book that is directly related to both
Jews and Latinos, but this book fits in that category. It is about
Latinos who were Jews and were forced to cover up their Judaism to

escape persecution. Many of them fled the Portuguese and Spanish
Inquisitions, often coming to Mexico or New Mexico. They were
called Crypto-Jews, because they had to be secretive about their
Judaism. Most pretended to be Catholics.

This book provides not- only interesting text by the photogra-
pher but also many revealing black-and-white photos, as well as an
informative introduction by Ori Z. Soltes and an insightful after-
word by Mona Hernández. The text by these three people helps us
understand what the Jews went through, and the photos by Herz
provide a human touch, showing specific Jews and their religious
objects.

This book is an excellent source for a part of history that most
of us are ignorant of, but should know about. It is a readable book
with good photos, and it helps us to understand the life of people
called Crypto-Jews.

Russell Eisenman
Univ. of Texas-Pan American

17-3-0311
Mack, Angela D., and Hoffius, Stephen G., eds. Landscape of
Slavery: The Plantation in American Art. Columbia: Univ. of South
Carolina Press, 2008. 240 pp. Illus. ISBN 978-1-57003-719-1,
$45.95 (cl); 978-1-57003-720-7, $24.95 (pb).

How has the image of the plantation shaped the way we feel
or think about the antebellum South and slavery? What does the
plantation mean in the historical and contemporary realms of
American landscape art?

This unique book takes a look at the image of the plantation from
the very beginnings of American art and examines how it has been
used for a variety of reasons and by a multitude of people. Land-
scape of Slavery was created as an exhibition catalogue for a travel-
ing exhibition of the same name, and it includes essays from art
and cultural historians looking at the idea of the plantation and its
historical and sociological makeup. The book is filled with beauti-
ful and haunting images of plantations in paintings, photographs,
installation art, literature, and even in the movies. From discussing
George Washington's Mount Vernon (as well as Washington the
slave owner) to the romanticized image of the plantation Tara in
the movie Gone with the Wind, this book covers the gamut of top-
ics and issues related to the image of the American plantation. A
fascinating and remarkable book, it is highly recommended for all
colleges and universities, especially those with strong American art
and American history collections.

Melissa Aho
Univ. of Minnesota

17-3-0312
Neff, Thomas. Holding Out and Hanging On: Surviving Hurri-
cane Katrina. Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press, 2008.124 pp. Il-
lus. with photos by the author. ISBN 978-0-8262-1774-5, $29.95.

This is a great book about Hurricane Katrina, filled with black-
and-white photos and brief narratives by the author, a professor of
art at Louisiana State University. Hurricane Katrina was a tragedy
for New Orleans and other areas, and the photos capture that in a
haunting and realistic way. There is something eerie and disturb-
ing about the photos, all of which show the tragedy that so many
people faced. Some photos are of people with signs asking for help.
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