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International Newspaper Librarianship for the 21st Century. Ed. Hartmut Walravens. Munich: K.G. Saur, 2006. 298p. $109.00 (IFLA members
$81.00) cloth (ISBN 3-598-21846-X). IFLA Publications, 118.
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HartmutWalravens. Munich: K.G. Saur, 2006. 195p. $109.00 (IFLA members $81.00) cloth (ISBN 3-598-21849-4). IFLA Publications, 122.

As noted in International Newspaper Librarianship for the 21st Century, newspapers are "still not liked by a large number of librarians and
archivists because they are labour and staff intensive, and that means cost intensive. Also they take a lot of shelf space, they need special treatment
for preservation, and they should be microfilmed" (9). But fear not, for, as the reader soon learns, the current state of newspapers collections and
digitalization projects is becoming increasingly popular, and they are liked by the exceptional, hardworking, and creative librarians and archivists
who care about their newspaper collections immensely. But what is the current state and shape of newspaper libraries around the world? What are
some digitalization projects currently under way? How do different newspaper libraries and librarians deal with the demands of working with this
unique medium, changing technology, electronic storage, and not enough funding?

Two books published in 2006 are now available to answer those and many more questions. International Newspaper Librarianship for the 21st
Century and Newspapers of the World Online: U.S. and International Perspectives: Proceedings of the Conferences in Salt Lake City and Seoul,
2006 offer unique and detailed accounts of newspaper librarianship from both an American and an international perspective and try to cover these
various questions. Both volumes are conference proceedings from various International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
conferences held in 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006, and are edited by Hartmut Walravens. Walravens has been the chair of the Newspapers Section of
IFLA, and he has edited two other newspaper volumes of IFLA conference proceedings: Newspapers in Central and Eastern Europe, published in
2005, and Newspapers in International Librarianship, published in 2003. While there is some overlap in terms of content and authors in the two
volumes under consideration here, each article offers a different approach. These two volumes also complement each other to create a well-
balanced looked at the state of newspaper librarianship on a global scale.

International Newspaper Librarianship for the 21st Century presents the proceedings for the IFLA Newspapers Section annual conferences held in
2003, 2004, and 2005, and the midterm meetings for the same years. These forty-plus articles spotlight what is happening in regional newspapers,
what is being accomplished in the field of preservation and digitalization, and they also cover the issue of newspapers and copyright in the
European Union, the United Kingdom, and South Africa. National digitalization projects discussed in this volume include: Australia, Canada,
China, Columbia, France, Namibia, South Africa, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela. Articles are primarily in English, but
some authors have submitted their papers in English together with a French or Spanish version. This book also includes a current list of South
African newspapers with their dates of commencement. Other topics discussed in dais volume in relation to the overall theme of regional
newspapers, digitalization, and preservation include newspaper selection, finance, staffing, electronic newspapers, CD-ROMs, software, new
technology, challenges and issues in today's newspaper librarianship, copyright and fair use, copyright clearance, digitalization standards, storage,
and Optical Character Recognition (OCR).

Newspapers of the World Online notes that newspaper "digitization has been a hot topic in newspaper librarianship for some years now" (7) and
that it is still a hot topic with all the different types of digitalization projects currently under way. This second and smaller of the two volumes
includes twenty-plus papers from the 2006 annual conference session and midterm meeting. Digitalization projects discussed include those in
Canada, Chile, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, United Kingdom, and United States. All of the papers in this
volume are in English, and they touch on subjects that one must think about when creating digitalization projects, including metadata,
procurement, Internet delivery, microfilm, intellectual-property rights, staffing, OCR needed to make the text searchable, finance, and newspaper
selection. The style of the articles in both volumes covers a wide gamut from those with endnotes, to others with references, to those with no
citation information. There are articles with photographs and other illustrations as well as some with charts and lists of various newspapers and
their printing runs. The historical aspect and research into the history and evolution of newspapers around the world in what many readers will find
fascinating and informative. Where else will one find lists of national presses that have existed and continue to exist in France, Germany, and
South Africa? Reading these two books, one realizes (despite the year, culture, or country) that the newspapers and their libraries are in, these
librarians and archivists and their libraries are all dealing with very similar issues, such as of lack of funding, lack of shelf space, technology,
personnel, preservation of the print copies of newspapers, microfiche, digital databases, copyright, etc. Unfortunately, they also have to deal with
the reality of what should be digitalized and preserved and what should not or cannot be. Despite the many challenges that these authors have faced
in their various newspaper collections, they till seem to have a sense of knowing that what they are doing is of great importance. These are people,
libraries, and institutions on the front lines, saving history one page at a time.

While these two books do cover a lot of ground and offer a lot of information, their one fault is that they could have been edited more thoroughly.
Because the articles are papers presented at conferences, grammatical errors were not corrected uniformly or at all. There are also a few cases
where no conference paper was submitted, so the author's conference PowerPoint presentation was included instead. These PowerPoint papers are
either formatted as a list of items, or the actual PowerPoint slides are included. While it's wonderful that these were included, they are often hard to
follow and leave much to the imagination because there is no introduction or conclusion. Another issue that impedes the reader in both books is the
absence of division between the conference proceedings. The only way the readers know that they are moving on from one conference to another
or from one year to the next is by looking at the table of contents. Both volumes also lack an index, so finding specific information on authors,
topics, or countries will be challenging.

Majlis Bremer-Laamanen of the National Library of Finland can easily speak for "all the contributors in both volumes when she writes in
Newspapers of the World Online that "historical newspaper collections and the born digital ones are connecting the users to places, questions,
nations and human life over centuries. Incidents from the past are suddenly easily accessible. The past is living in the present" (43). It is this easy
connection that makes newspapers, be they in print, entirely online, in microformat, or in digitalized form so important. Despite a few faults, these
two books offer a fresh understanding on the state of newspaper libraries around the world.--Melissa Aho (aox0017@umn.edu), University of
Minnesota, Minneapolis.
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